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THE	BASICS	



What is Financial Aid?  
§  Assistance	paying	for	college	

§  It	can	include:	
v  Federal	grants	&	loans	
v  State	grants	&	loans	
v  Scholarships:	public	&	private	
v  Work	study	student	employment	

§  Money	received	can	be	used	for:		
v  TuiKon	&	fees	
v  Books	&	school	supplies	
v  Room	&	board	(housing	&	living	expenses)	
v  transportaKon	



The FAFSA 
§  Free	ApplicaKon	for	Federal	Student	Aid	(FAFSA)	–	fafsa.ed.gov		

v  Create	FSAID	
v  For	eligible	non-ciKzens	and	U.S.	ciKzens		
v  ApplicaKon	opens	October	1	each	year	
v  MHCC	School	Code:	003204	

§  The	FAFSA	is	a	student’s	applicaKon	for	the	following	aid:	
v  Federal	Pell	Grant	
v  Federal	Supplemental	EducaKonal	Opportunity	Grant	(SEOG)	
v  Federal	Direct	Subsidized	Stafford	Loan	
v  Federal	Direct	Unsubsidized	Stafford	Loan	
v  Federal	Work-Study	

Subsidized	Loan	
→  Need-based	
→  Government	pays	interest	

while	in	school	
→ May	be	eligible	for	up	to	

$3,500	per	year	for	first	
Ame	students	

→  LifeAme	Max:	$23,000	

Unsubsidized	Loan	
→  Not	need-based	
→  Interest	accrues	from	the	

Ame	loan	is	received	



ELIGIBILITY for Federal Aid 
§  General	eligibility	requirements	for	students:	

v  U.S.	ciKzen	or	eligible	nonciKzen	(see	below)	
o  Those	with	an	Arrival-Departure	Record	(I-94)	from	the	Department	of	Homeland	

Security	showing	any	one	of	the	following	designaKons:	“Refugee,”	“Asylum	
Granted,”	“Indefinite	Parole,”	“Humanitarian	Parole,”	or	“Cuban-HaiKan	Entrant”	

o  A	ciKzen	of	the	Republic	of	Palau	(PW),	the	Republic	of	the	Marshall	Islands	(MH),	
or	the	Federated	States	of	Micronesia	(FM).	

v  Have	valid	SSN	(excluding	ORSAA	applicants)	
v  Have	high	school	diploma	or	equivalent	

v  Registered	with	SelecKve	Service	(males)	
v  Enrolled	in	an	eligible	degree/cerKficate	
v  Be	enrolled	at	least	half-Kme	(loans	only)	

v  Maintain	SaKsfactory	Academic	Progress	
v  Not	owe	a	refund	on	a	federal	grant	or	be	in	default	on	a	student	loan	

Dependent	
v  Under	24	years	of	age	
v  Not	married	
v  No	dependents	
v  No	bachelors	degree	or	higher	

Independent	
v  24	years	of	age	or	older	
v  Married	
v  Dependents	
v  Bachelors	degree	or	higher	



VERIFICATION 
§  VerificaKon	is	the	process	used	to	confirm	

that	the	data	reported	on	the	FAFSA	is	
accurate.		
v  You’re	not	in	trouble	if	you	are	selected!	

§  Office	of	Financial	Aid	may	request:	
v  Tax	documents	for	student	and/or	parents	
v  VerificaKon	forms	or	statements	
v  Proof	of	idenKty	or	high	school	compleKon	

§  Your	FAFSA	will	not	be	complete	unKl	all	
required	documents	are	in.	
v  Reply	quickly!	
v  You	will	be	awarded	aid	once	file	is	complete	



The ORSAA 
§  Oregon	Student	Aid	ApplicaKon	(ORSAA)	–	oregonstudentaid.gov		

v  For	undocumented	Oregon	students	ONLY,	including	students	who	have	Deferred	AcKon	for	
Childhood	Arrivals	(DACA)	status	or	Temporary	Protected	Status	(TPS)	

v  Students	do	NOT	need	to	complete	the	ORSAA	if	they	are	a	U.S.	ciKzen,	a	legal	nonciKzen	with	an	
Alien	RegistraKon	number,	or	an	internaKonal	student	who	is	in	the	United	States	with	a	valid	visa.	

v  Students	who	complete	this	do	NOT	need	to	complete	the	FAFSA	
v  If	unsure,	students	can	take	the	ORSAA	Quiz	
v  ApplicaKon	opens	October	1	each	year	

§  A	completed	ORSAA	is	required	for:	
v  Oregon	Opportunity	Grant	
v  OSAC	Scholarships	(requires	addiKonal	applicaKon)	
v  Oregon	Promise	Grant	(requires	addiKonal	applicaKon)	



	 Oregon	Opportunity	Grant	
• AutomaKcally	considered	for	eligibility	if	FAFSA/ORSAA	completed	
•  EFC	limit	of	$3500	for	2020-21	
•  For	2020-21,	the	maximum	award	amount	is	$2,778	at	an	Oregon	community	colleges	and	
$3,600	at	an	Oregon	public	university	or	an	Oregon-based	private	nonprofit	4-year	college	or	
university.		

OSAC	Scholarships	
• ApplicaKon	opens	November	1st	
•  Early	bird	deadline:	February	15	
•  Final	Deadline:	March	1	

	 Apply	@	OregonStudentAid.gov	



	 APPLY	
1.  Submit	the	Oregon	Promise	Grant	ApplicaEon	by	
the	appropriate	deadline.	

2.  Submit	the	FAFSA	or	ORSAA	and	list	at	least	one	Oregon	
community	college.	You	must	complete	this	by	your	
applicaKon	deadline.	

Oregon Promise Grant 



	 Eligibility	requirements:	

•  Recent	Oregon	high	school	graduate	or	GED	test	graduate	
•  2.5	GPA		–	OR	-		GED	test	scores	of	145	or	higher	
•  Oregon	resident	for	at	least	12	months	prior	to	college	aoendance.	Parents	must	also	live	in	Oregon	

•  Aoend	Oregon	community	college	at	least	half-Kme	by	required	start	term	(next	slide)	

•  No	more	than	90	completed	or	aoempted	credits	

•  Students	may	be	subject	to	eligibility	requirements	based	on	their	Expected	Family	
ContribuEon	(EFC).	EFC	eligibility	requirements	are	subject	to	change	based	on	available	funding.		

•  ApplicaKon:	Oregon	Promise	has	rolling	deadlines	based	on	when	a	student	graduates.	The	
applicaKon	is	currently	available	for	students	graduaKng	between	July	1,	2020	and	June	30,	2021.	

Oregon Promise Grant 



Oregon Promise       DATES & Deadlines 



Colleges	(Including	Department)	

	Local	Search:	Employers,	FoundaEons,	Service	Orgs	

NaEonal	Search:	HoraEo	Alger,	Coca-Cola	

Search for scholarships in multiple locations  

High	School	College/Career	Center	

Scholarships 



Do not pay for search tools - Use the free ones! 

Career	InformaEon	Systems	(CIS)	
Oregoncis.uoregon.edu	

Fastweb																																																																
fastweb.com	

Federal	Student	Aid	
StudentAid.ed.gov	

College	Board	
bigfuture.collegeboard.org	

Scholarships 



Unique	Skills,	
Strengths,	

Accomplishments	
	

	

Extra	Curricular	
AcEviEes	

	
Academics	

Explore your assets! 

Scholarships 



Other Ways to Pay 
Federal	Work-Study	/	Student	Employment	

v 			Complete	FAFSA	first	

v 			Visit	www.mhcc.edu/StudentEmployment/	for	details	

v 			Contact	studentemployment@mhcc.edu	
	

MHCC	FoundaEon	Scholarships:	Standard	Open	ApplicaKon	Period	is	January	2	–	March	31.	For	this	year,	

2020-21,	scholarships	are	sKll	available.	Apply	by	October	9	be	considered	for	the	remaining	scholarships.	Visit	

www.mhcc.edu/Scholarships/	
	

TuiEon	Waivers:	Associated	Student	Government,	Advocate	Newspaper,	department	waivers	
	

Pay	out-of-pocket	



KEEPING Your 
Financial Aid  
§  Maintain	SaKsfactory	Academic	Progress	(SAP)	

v  Maintain	an	overall	GPA	of	2.00	or	higher		
v  Maintain	an	overall	compleKon	rate	of	67%	(earn	

passing	grades	for	67%	of	the	classes	you	aoempt)	
v  Be	on	track	to	complete	your	declared	degree/

cerKficate	within	150%	Kme	frame	of	the	
published	program	length	

§  Everyone	gets	a	second	chance!	
v  If	you	don't	meet	SAP	one	term,	you	have	one	

more	term	to	improve	your	GPA	
v  Auer	two	terms	not	meeKng	SAP,	you	may	be	able	

to	appeal	
	



YOUR Resources @ 
MHCC 
FINANCIAL	AID	
Phone:	503.491.7262	
Fax:	503.491.7379	
Email:	finaid.mail@mhcc.edu	
www.mhcc.edu/FinancialAid/		

FOUNDATION	SCHOLARSHIPS	

Phone:	503.491.7230	

Email:	Nataly.Paoli@mhcc.edu	

www.mhcc.edu/scholarships/		

Student	Services	HUB	
LocaEon:	Gresham	Campus,	Room	AC2253	
Email:	HUB@mhcc.edu	
www.mhcc.edu/HUB/	


