
ADVISORY Metrics for Returning to In-Person Instruction 
Through the On-Site or Hybrid Model Version 1/19/2021

All public and private schools are responsible for understanding their schools’ data to determine the safest 
instructional model to operate. New metrics data is released each Monday. Using a single, two week “look 
back” of countywide data, start with the left-hand side column to map your county case rate or county case 
count (whichever applies). When a decision is made to return to in-person instruction, considering setting at 
a date in the near future in order to support district planning and staff training, family communication and a 
more gradual opening.

Counties are identified as large, medium, and small. Large counties have a population greater than 30,000. 
Medium size counties are between 15,000 and 30,000. Small counties have a population less than 15,000. 
These size distinctions match Oregon’s Risk and Protection Framework. 

Small = Less than 15,000            Medium = 15,000 to 29,999           Large  = 30,000 or more

Metrics & 
Models

County Case 
Rate

per 100,000 People
Over 14 days

County Case Count
over 14 days for small 

& medium counties

County Test 
Positivity1

Advised for to medium 
and large counties2

Advisory
Instructional 

Model

On-Site

<50.0

<30

<5.0%

Prioritize 
On-Site or Hybrid 

(as needed 
to maintain 

small cohorts) 
instructional 

models. 

On-Site and HYBRID

50.0 to <200.0

30 to <60

5.0% to <10.0%

Prioritize careful phasing 
in of On-Site or Hybrid 
for elementary schools 
(starting with younger 
students and adding 

additional grades over 
time).

 
Middle school and 

high school primarily 
Comprehensive Distance 
Learning with Limited In-
Person Instruction. Over 

time, if elementary schools 
can demonstrate the ability 

to limit transmission in 
the school environment3, 

transition to On-Site or 
Hybrid.

Elementary
On-Site and 

Hybrid Transition

200.0 to ≤350.0

60 to ≤90

≤10.0%

Prioritize careful phasing 
in of On-Site or Hybrid 
for elementary schools 
(starting with younger 
students and adding 

additional grades over 
time).

Distance 
Learning

>350.0

>90

>10.0%

Prioritize 
Comprehensive 

Distance Learning 
with Limited 

In-Person 
Instruction.

When trends are increasing, pause 
expansion of additional in-person learning 
and maintain access to in-person learning 
for those who have it. Schools are not 
advised to reduce in-person learning 
or revert to Comprehensive Distance 
Learning based on metrics if the school 
can demonstrate the ability to limit 
transmission in the school environment.

1. If statewide testing volume decreases 
by more than 10% in the week prior 
compared to the previous week due 
to external factors (such as due to a 
natural disaster or acute decrease in 
testing supplies), then OHA and ODE will 
advise temporarily suspending the use 
of percent positivity in local reopening 
considerations. 

2. Small counties with a population of less 
than 15,000 are advised to meet case 
counts in the metrics framework and not 
test positivity rates. 

3. As a measure to monitor limited 
introduction or spread, local public health 
should look for an average outbreak size 
of 3 or less, excluding outbreaks with only 
one case, over the prior 4 weeks. 

https://sharedsystems.dhsoha.state.or.us/DHSForms/Served/le3461.pdf

